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Katie LaFaver Presenting 
 
Miss Beekler's Anatomy and Physiology classes are learning about the integumentary system. 
They are diving into topics such as the biology behind what makes skin and hair different colors, 
learning about the use of DNA fingerprinting in criminology and analyzing their own fingerprints, 
and a skin cancer lab where the students practice their doctor skills to see if they can properly 
identify whether a marking or mole on the skin is cancerous.  
 
Mrs. Engelhardt's astronomy students are using their knowledge of our Solar System to create 
their own planet. The task is to design a planet for humans to inhabit once Earth runs out of 
resources. Their planet must have livable conditions for humans; however, they have the 
freedom to use their imagination to design every aspect of their planet. This includes not only 
the appearance but also the native people, animals, plants, economy, language, food, etc. So 
far, there have been many creative ideas. Students will present their ideas to the class next 
week and they will vote on which planet they would like to inhabit next! 
 
Mrs. Yohe's Learning Support English and Corrective Reading class are participating in a 
reading challenge. Each student is to record the number of pages they read for the marking 
period. The minimum they are to read is 200 pages. If each student in the class achieves this, 
Mrs. Yohe will provide a homemade meal to celebrate their accomplishment.  
 
The Emerson School students are currently working on a podcast assignment.  Each student in 
the class is producing an original podcast reflecting on traditions in American history.  Students 
have selected a wide variety of topics to research and podcast about.  Selected students will 
have their production entered into a contest sponsored by NPR with the chance to have their 
creations broadcast over the radio.  The finished works will also be uploaded to the Emerson 
School website where members of the West Shore School District community can listen.   
 

 
(Left)  
West Shore Ice Hockey made a 
generous donation to the 
Friends Forever Club.   
Every year they host a field 
hockey vs ice hockey game and 
donate the proceeds. This year 
the collection was split between 
the CCHS and RLHS Friends 
Forever Club.  
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(Left) 
Colonel (Retired) Frank Hancock 
was recently awarded the 
Commander's Award for Public 
Service by the United States Army 
Cadet Command and 2nd JROTC 
Brigade.  Colonel Hancock's 16 
years of exemplary service as the 
JROTC Senior Army Instructor 
(SAI) at Cedar Cliff High School 
more than merited such a 
prestigious award. 
Pictured are Colonel Hancock, 
former cadet Ryan Walker, and 1st 
semester CCHS JROTC Battalion 
Commander Marc Grundon. 
 

 
(Right) 
CCHS Color Guard members 
perform a series of maneuvers 
during the Annual JROTC Drill and 
Ceremonies competition recently 
held at Red Land High School.  
The team performed superbly and 
ended up with a second place 
finish; just missing the first place 
trophy by a scant two points.  It 
was the team's best showing in 
years. 
Pictured from left to right are:   
Eric Ashley, Amy Gelnett, 
Abby Delligatti, and Josh Weber 
 
 

 
(Left) 
Peter Heasley stands for inspection at the Annual 
JROTC Drill and Ceremonies competition recently held 
at Red Land High School on January 26th.  In addition 
to maintaining strict discipline while judges inspect their 
uniforms, cadets are required to answer a series of 
random questions ranging from various aspects of 
military knowledge to general academic subjects, all 
while at the rigid position of attention.  Cedar Cliff High 
School cadets came away with another second place 
finish in this category. 
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(Above)  After over twelve long hours of inspections, marching, and being put through their 
paces in a series of maneuvers and commands, the Cedar Cliff High School JROTC team had 
achieved a hard fought and very close second place finish at the Annual JROTC Drill and 
Ceremonies regional level of competition.  The cadets competed in every category to include 
the Commander's Inspection, Armed Drill, Unarmed Drill, and Color Guard.  The Cedar Cliff 
High School JROTC teams placed in each event to garner the second place overall trophy. 
 
Personal comment from COL Diminick:  They did very well and came very close to knocking off 
Cumberland Valley in two of the four events.  A total of 4 points, out of 1000 separated 1st and 
2nd place overall.  No one else was even close.  1SG Sullivan and the student chain of 
command did a great job preparing for this competition. 
 
The CC Art Department is currently meeting with the Artistic Expressions planning committee to 
help organize the spring art show. This year will have approximately 15 school 
districts participating and organizers have a new partnership with the Susquehanna Art Museum 
in Midtown Harrisburg - more details to come in the near future. 
 
The study of cell division in Mrs. Plassio's biology class has sparked some of the best class 
discussions to date.  Students have been asking about how things can go wrong and the 
consequences of mistakes when cells divide.  Some students have been reading, "The Immortal 
Life of Henrietta Lacks" for enrichment during this important and relevant unit.  
 
Mrs. Ball’s students just finished reading the MAZE Runner and the students loved it!!  Over the 
course of reading the book they had GUEST readers who were other staff members that were 
kind enough to come in and read to the class (Mr. Murphy, Mrs. Sullivan, and Mr. Kane). 
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(Left) 
Cedar Cliff High School 
students Andrew Schlegel,  
Brooke Lehman, Jordan Peiffer,  
Thussenthan Walter-Angelo, 
and Yash Patel placed first in the 
regional competition for the PA 
STEM Governor's Competition. 
These students will be moving on 
to the state competition in May!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Left) 
Students in Mrs. Haun and Mrs. 
Burrow's Biology class just finished 
an exciting unit on DNA. Students 
completed many labs during this 
unit, including a lab in which they 
extracted DNA from a Strawberry. 
This lab mirrored the real way 
scientists extract DNA from 
samples in order to determine 
relationships or to match suspect 
DNA to a crime scene. We are 
continuing to build on this 
knowledge in our new unit of 
Cellular Division. 
 
 
 

 
 
The Choral Department is a flurry of activity this time of year.   Preparations for the Spring 
Musical, The Addams Family are well underway.  From a knock out cast to hilarious jokes and 
the characters you know and love.  This story is set to captivate our community and make our 
school proud!  The show dates are March 14th, 15th and 16th  at 7:00 PM and March 17th at 2:00 
PM.  We hope to see you at the show.  We’ll leave the lights off for you.  
 
On another note, last weekend - West Shore School District hosted the PMEA District 7 Chorus 
festival at Cedar Cliff with 225 talented student singers from 68 schools across 
8 surrounding counties.  We had world renowned conductor and singer Gabriel Crouch in 
residency and the event was something truly special. 13 West Shore Students participated in 
the festival and Saturday’s culminating concert was attended by nearly 1000 
community members.  It is truly a special time to be a part of the music department at CC. 
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Athletic Board Report: 
The regular season for winter is now complete and we are in playoff season. Girls Basketball 
finished with an overall record of 17-5. The qualified for the upcoming District 3 Tournament as 
the #3 seed in the 6A Classification. The girls will host a home game on Thursday, February 21st 
v. the winner of the #6/#11 matchup. This is the fifth straight season the team has qualified for 
Districts.  
 
Swimming and Diving had a successful Mid Penn Conference meet. Katie LaFaver placed 5th in 
Diving.  Zack Gallagher placed first in the 100 Breast (setting a new school record), first in the 
200IM (and another school record).  Also, records were set in the 200IM relay and 100 
Backstroke (Tucker Ball). Numerous Colts medaled overall. 
 
Wrestling has continued their dominance in District 3.  They claimed their second straight 
District 3 Team Championship and placed 5th in the State in the PIAA Team Championships!  At 
this past weekend’s Sectional Tournament 11 of 14 Colt Wrestlers advanced to the District 3 
Tournament at Hershey Park Arena this coming Friday and Saturday. 
 
Overall, it was another great winter sports season. We hope to add some more medals to the 
trophy case in the next few weeks.    
 


